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CITY OF POQUOSON

ENGINEERING 500 CITY HALL AVENUE, POQUOSON, VIRGINIA 23662-1996
(757) 868-3040 TELEPHONE (757) 868-3105 FAX

March 27, 2015

Angela McDowell, Environmental Specialist I
MS4 Permits and Compliance Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Tidewater Regional Office

5636 Southern Boulevard

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462

(Transmitted by email)

RE: MS4 Annual Report for City of Poquoson/Poquoson/VAR040024

On March 9, 2015, the City of Poquoson received your letter regarding the City’s
2013-2014 annual report. The City provides the following response:

Item a. Background Information, Section Il.E.3.a (3): No changes were made to the
operator’s department’s roles or responsibilities. In its annual report, the City of Poquoson
specified the roles and responsibilities for each City department involved in the permit
implementation. This is found on pages 27-41 of the annual report, in the program plan for
years 2-5.

Item b. Public Involvement/Participation, Section II.B.2.d (1), Minimum Control Measure
#2: The City complied with permit requirements by providing a single link to both the
annual report and the current year program plan on the City website, on its environmental
information page. The program plan can still be found under this link on pages 27-41. For
clarity’s sake, a second copy of the current program plan has been provided under its own
link. The status of compliance spreadsheet has been updated to include the specific links
for both documents, rather than the link to the City’s main webpage. A copy of the Public
Involvement/Participation compliance spreadsheet with the specific links is attached. While
the City was compliant with permit requirements, we appreciate DEQ’s comment as it
improved communication to website visitors interested in viewing both documents.

Item c. lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Section 11.B.3.f (2), Minimum Control
Measure #3:

The first year program plan approved by DEQ stated that Poquoson would notify any
interconnected downstream MS4 permit holders. Poquoson is the furthermost




downstream MS4 permit holder in its watersheds. The City therefore did not notify any
downstream MS4 permit holders. In addition, the City did not receive a notification letter
from any other MS4 permit holders.

Additional information on illicit discharge/dry weather screening has been added to the
status of compliance spreadsheet regarding. City staff screened the entire drainage system
last year during its annual inspection for yard debris. This is stated on April, May and June
inspection forms found on pages 7, 11, and 13 of the third transmittal section of the annual
report. In addition, staff performed another inspection on 56 outfalls and 12.5 miles of
associated upstream ditches and pipes. These were provided in the inspection forms found
on pages 7-28 of the third annual transmittal section. The status of compliance
spreadsheet has been updated to better communicate this information.

Item d. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations, Section
I1.B.6.g(3) and (4): The list of City-owned properties found in the annual report appendix
(page 77 out of 84 in the third electronic submittal, labeled “BMP 6.3a on the bottom of the
page) has been modified to include the size of contiguous area where nutrients might be
applied. A copy of this modified list is attached and has been added to the annual report.
Please note that one of the properties identified on the original list does not have a
contiguous area of treatment equal or greater than acre, and therefore falls below the
minimum size threshold for permit-mandated nutrient management.

Contracted lawn service providers are currently responsible for preparing have nutrient
management plans for these sites. In accordance with permit requirements, City staff will
verify that these plans are being implemented per the permit schedule.

A summary table describing of training and certification is attached and has been added to
the annual report. Information on certifications was provided in the annual report. In
accordance with the program plan provided to DEQ with the City’s registration statement,
the annual report contained a training needs assessment and a training plan. An updated
version of this training plan has also been attached.

item e. MS4 General Permit-required updates to the MS4 Program Plan: In accordance
with permit requirements, the annual report included written procedures for the inspection
of operator-owned stormwater facilities. Procedures were provided for both the South
Lawson Park Stormwater Pond, which provides water quality treatment, and the Poquoson
Rain Garden. Please note that the Poquoson Rain Garden is a demonstration project only,
and the City does not take credit for any treatment from this facility. The City of Poquoson
complied with the requirement for Operator Stormwater Management Facility inspection
procedures by providing information on pages 134-137 of the Annual Report Appendix.
These pages are labeled “South Lawson Park Retention Pond Operations and Maintenance
Plan” and “Poquoson Rain Garden Operations and Maintenance Plan.” Inspection
frequencies and items are summarized in the tables found in these plans. The program plan




also states that the South Lawson Pond, the City’s creditable, municipally-owned BMP, will
be inspected in the second permit year.

Attached please find additional information and copies of the updated compliance
spreadsheet pages. These are also being posted. We are confident that this response will
put any concerns regarding the City’s permit compliance to rest. However, we will answer
any questions regarding this letter. Please contact me at ellen.roberts@poguoson-va.gov
with any follow-up requests.

Ellen'W. Roberts, P.E.
City Engineer

Cc: City Manager
File
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BMP 6.3a: Nutrient Management Properties (Managed turf sites greater than
one acre in size)

Poquoson currently does not fertilize (apply nutrients) to its schools or properties other than:

City Hall site at 500 City Hall Avenue

Tax Map # 27-01-00-0093
Lat: 37°07' 14.78"N Lon: 76° 23' 36.23"W
HUC CB22
e 0.56 acres contiguous area of turf (Nutrient management plans not required for less than 1
acre contiguous area, per permit. This site will be removed from the list next permit year.)
o Total Acreage = 4.52 acres (mostly paved or rooftop)

South Lawson Park

Tax Map 21-10-00-0006; 21-01-00-0141; 21-01-00-0136
Lat: 37207' 23.79"N Lon: 762 20' 44.60"W
HUC CB21

e 1.42 acres contiguous area of turf

e Total acreage = 16.21 acres

Baseball fields on 17 Park Street

Tax Map # 20-01-00-0025

Lat: 37°07' 48.08"N Lon: 76°21' 35.95"W
HUC CB22

e 9,60 acres contiguous area of turf
e Total acreage = 5.05 acres

These are the City’s managed turf sites.
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Regional Stormwater Education and Qutreach Plan

High Priority Water Quality Issues to Address
1. Contribution of pet waste to bacteria impairments.
2. Nutrient runoff due to poor lawncare practices.
3. Reduction of FOG/Garbage Disposal Use to reduce dry weather sanitary sewer overflows.

Target Audience for High Priority Issues
1. Pet Waste Reduction
a. single women, 18-49, under $75K household income
2. lLawncare Best Practices: fertilizer, soil testing, mowing practices, leaf/yard debris disposal
a. Married men, 35+, any college, $75,000+ household income
3. FOG/Garbage Disposal Use
a. Married men, 35+, any college, $75,000+ household income



Regional Stormwater Training Plan

Training Priorities:
1) IDDE — Public Works, fire department, parks and rec
2) Street and Parking Lot maintenance
3) Pollution Prevention Maintenance and Public Works Yards

Training Strategy/Schedule

HRPDC will create and maintain a Regional Training Library of physical and online videos and other
training materials by December 31, 2014.

Localities will create monthly opportunities for necessary staff to attend 30 min-1 hr education sessions
on priority topics.

A Regional Training on Pollution Prevention will be held once per permit cycle.

A Regional Training on Construction/E and S will be held once per permit cycle.
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